
Demand Justice for the West Harlem Community! 
 
Columbia University (CU) is gentrifying West Harlem. Their forced annexation of Manhattanville 
has spurred a speculative rise in property values that threatens as many as 30,000 people with 
displacement by the year 2030, when the University plans to finish its new campus. As 
compensation, Columbia has offered $150 million in donations through their 2009 Community 
Benefits Agreement (CBA) to affordable housing and welfare investments. CU also promised up 
to 6,000 jobs for local residents. But their expansion and philanthropy have come under 
investigation for corruption by city and state authorities in 2007, 2009, and twice in 2011.  
 
The Community Benefits Agreement allocated $3 million in employment opportunities and 
community programming to the Grant and Manhattanville public housing projects, which both lie 
within ten blocks of CU’s Morningside campus. The money was transferred to the West Harlem 
Development Corporation (WHDC), the company erected by CU to administer their donations. 
Yet five years later, President Bollinger, the WHDC and the chief administrator in charge of 
‘Community Affairs’, Maxine Griffith, have only distributed $85,000 of this fund. Most tenants 
had no idea the money was available to use until this September, as Columbia’s representatives 
have met only with the presidents of the Grant and Manhattanville Tenants’ Associations, Ann 
Morris and Gloria Allen, to discuss their plans.  
 
Yet some parents have tried to use Columbia’s investments to resolve an inter-project rivalry that 
has plagued the neighborhood off and on since the early 1970’s, claiming two lives in the last five 
years. Taylonn Murphy (who lost his daughter in 2011), and Derrick Haynes (whose brother’s 
murder initiated the tension in ’72), brokered a truce to sign up young people from both sides for 
jobs promised to the community by CU. In June 2013, Murphy, Haynes, and around 40 youths 
met with an executive from CU’s Workforce Development Program in order to register those in 
attendance for construction jobs and training. At the meeting, each individual was given an 
application form for the construction company contracted by Columbia to build their new campus, 
and promised a follow up discussion at the earliest possible opportunity. With this prospect for the 
future held in common, the truce held for months. During the following year, however, local 
parents were unable to get in touch with any of Columbia’s administrators from the Office of 
Community Affairs about the proposed employment plan, and their hopes were dashed.  
 
Instead, Columbia Public Safety collaborated with the NYPD as they executed a four-year, multi-
million dollar surveillance operation, resulting in the militarized mass-arrest of 103 teenagers and 
young adults in Grant and Manhattanville Houses, on June 4th, 2014. Perversely, CU celeberated 
this tragedy as a moment of progress for the neighborhood. The University has promised to 
expand their police surveillance of the Houses, which lie immediately across the street from the 
new 6.3 billion dollar campus. CU is also rumored to have bought ownership shares in 
Manhattanville Houses, but most of their endowment is kept secret, as are their long-term plans 
for the area. 
 
We are building a campaign to demand that CU free up the whole $3 million to be invested 
with as much grassroots participation as possible by tenants in the projects. Join us on Tuesday 
November 17 at 7:30 AM on 116th and Broadway, as we travel downtown to support local 
families during a rally outside the youths’ court hearings at the NYC Criminal Court, 100 
Center Street!   
 
- The Columbia Student Coalition Against Gentrification (CAGe) 
[coalitionagainstgentrification.wordpress.com] 


